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allude to as " the Female Prince State," as a queen
of that country married an Indian adventurer who
came from Cambod in western India, and gave the
name of his original home to his new country.

From Parker's translation we learn that the Shans
in Nanchao were powerful and well organised, and
although Chinese history maintains they formed part
of their empire, yet it is certain that they were an

SHAN TRADERS.

independent community with ministers of state, record
officers, officers of commerce, and an army with its
usual departments. This all ceased to exist when
they were no longer a conquering power, which began
to come about in the middle of the eleventh century ;
and when the Chinese forces, after many efforts,
succeeded in splitting the Nanchao kingdom in two
taking the northern part, of which Talifu was the
most important city. The southern part, left to itself,
spread and acquired supremacy over Siam and Burma ;